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Cepss tjj£ 6 


23 Msroh 1962 


fob the hecokd 

OBJECT : Meeting With Firewol Representative 


1. A meting was held on 21 M*roh 1962 with the following 

persona present i 

1 25X1 A 


2. A brief review of parachute development given by I , □ 25X1 A 

I contained the following summary of progress at I ~l 25X1 A 

a* There have boon 44 d««Qr drops at altitudes between 
25,000 sad 45,000 feet thus far. Them have served to prove 
adequacy of hardware, main chute reliability and inadequacy 
of the 60 inch first stage (discussed below). 

b* There have been nine live jumps froa 6000 feet at 130 
knots IAS of which two were made with the jtapers wearing a 
pressure suit. There has also been one live jtssp frost 15,000 
feet. These have served to further demonstrate successfully 
the aaia chute 0 st a bilit y sad the inadequacy of the survival 
kit container (discussed below). 

c. Strength tests of the s usp e nsi on system have been 
accomplished, with capability in azoese of the design 
requirements of both stages being densest rated • 

d. Whirltower tests have been conducted at 300 knots IAS, 
with aajer damage and separation ef the parachute from the 
dassqr resulting on one of four teats. Three were sea easeful* 

Further discussion below* 


USAF review(s) completed. 
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9 * 

status* 


reported the following information 


present 


ftt Tra latng «nd Maintenance naiwale are 90 perce nt ©caplet® 
at this time. 

b* Oxygen system delivery will be oasplotad by tbs end of 
June* 


«* He bee bed no complaints from Loskhsed In regard to 
quality control for about three aonths* 

d. k Halted oewt of cay g en eonausspfcion data baa baen 
aocvciulated (discussed below). 

4* Problems brought up during the nesting were* 

a* Flrat stags chute failures with the 60 inch canpoy 
have resulted in a decision to attempt use of a 72 inab canpoy. 
fbaee larger canopies are available end will be ready for test 
in about a week. 

b. Survival kit containers attached to the parachute are 
released about 1000 feet above ground to fall and hang by a 25 
feet lanyard. The releaeee have been Malfunctioning with 
r eaultggt hangup on the chute harness during descent, requiring 
the jumper to dislodge it. In addition, dsasge in the form of 
cracks in the container has occurred ae a result of ingest 

in soft ground at apprcodnately 20 feet/aeeoed. Such damage 
is unwarranted and cannot be tolerated* Kits returned to the 
manufacturer have been repaired but not Modified* 

c. 0-190 crew has experienced bends while flying 
\siprea eurlsed at 40.000 feet. Test altitude to be lowered to 
preclude pressure suit requirement* 


5. Future activities and items of general Interest discussed 

were* 


a* Contents of the survival kit are to be initially 
date mined by a board at DR}* 
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ftfcgt 3 


b* A l£m projector is dsaired for the rsady r*» at 
I as & training aid (action by Moisriel Staff, BID}* 


C 


a* »jwt m profila* awl farther test* nssded for 
daUnBlnation of required oxygen aupply (action by | | 


4 * Cheek on availability of a single portable unit for 
marges and s uit cooling during pilot walk-out. (Action tor 


J 


»* Si x additio nal low level track beats (of the para- 

bs reawired as a result of changes 


state) at 
Uhf* Wf&jl 



f » iHongr ejoetioni asst teats from an F -106 la fliiht will 
be conducted at tbs eeapletion of all other qualification 
tests on the aaaspa gratae (action by Lockheed)* 

4 * Budgetary action required* 

a* Additional track tests at 


b* Additional suits* Of 24 suits originally contracted 
for, three have been used la the teat effort. These will 
hcva to be added when tbs second flea pilots are brought in* 

a* Funds for suit replacement , about 25 percent of 
original cost per year, should be budgeted. 

4 « Fuads for revision of equipnont manuals should be 
budgeted for at seas rata as su its. 


Deputy Chief, Dsrslopssnt Branch 
DHW 3 D/P 


Distribution* 

hJC/m/sm 

3-as/bFD 

4^SF%fcFD 

5 -ai/MD 
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